
LEARNING STYLES DEBATE: HOW-TO
Before the Activity

Prepare the following labels and display them in different corners of the room: LETTER
TO THE EDITOR, CARTOON, SPEECH, and CHANT.

1.

Decide on a debate topic that coincides with your unit.2.
During the Activity

Introduce the debate topic. As a class, list reasons supporting both sides of the argument.1.
Ask students to choose an activity (writing a letter to the editor, drawing a political
cartoon, writing a list of talking points for a speech about the topic, or writing a chant or
song). Have them move to stand by the sign of the activity they chose.

2.

Divide the groups in half so that at least one student is debating for each side.3.
In groups, students use the reasons you listed already to complete the activity they
chose.

4.

Students present their creations as groups in this order: chant, cartoon, letter, speech.5.
Have students write one sentence stating which point of view they support most after
the debate.

6.

LEARNING STYLES DEBATE
TEACHING SOCIAL STUDIES TO MLs

Language Objective: I can participate in a debate about a
topic through speaking and writing

EXTRA SUPPORT FOR MLs
Provide sentence frames, graphic organizers, or fill-in-the-blank worksheets for written
activities.

Show examples of what each final product should look like.

Provide a word bank with vocabulary that students could use in their responses.

EXAMPLE: U.S. HISTORY
LT: I can explain points of view regarding the various acts of British Parliament that were
protested by American colonists.

For this debate, half of the class represents Parliament and the other half represents the
colonists. Students can write a chant supporting either view, a political cartoon mocking the other
side’s behavior, a letter to a local newspaper in support of their side’s actions, or a list of
talking points defending their side’s views. Teach words like loyalty, revolt, freedom, and rights
for students to use in their writing.


