
Now is a great time to help students practice
answering constructed response items! Teach
them the RACE structure:

Restate the question
Answer the question
Cite text evidence
Explain with details

Students can use this structure in spoken and
written responses. To scaffold this structure so
that students are ready to use it on their own,
you can:

model the structure in pieces like in this blog
post
create a graphic organizer that breaks their
response into the 4 separate pieces
have students respond orally first like in this
video
create sentence stems like the ones in this
blog post

STRATEGY TO TRY: RESPOND WITH RACE

There are multiple places that
your students can practice for
the ACCESS test! Click the links to
go straight to each resource.

Test Demo: this shows
students how the platform
works
Test Practice: Short (5-10
minute) practices. These are
the same that students will
see at the beginning of the
test.
Sample Test: More complex,
leveled practice items

Get Ready: The “Connect to Science” lesson in Unit 3 is a great example of the R and A
parts of this structure. You can use it as a model for students of how to answer questions!
Bridges: Every reading selection has “check in” questions about the story. Have students
practice using RACE to respond in writing at each check in point and then use those
responses for their book club discussions after the reading.
Engage: Every reading selection has questions on the side that students can use to
practice this structure. You could have them discuss the questions throughout the story as
a group and then use RACE to respond in writing to a prompt at the end of the story.

EXAMPLES

ACCESS PRACTICE TESTS

Quick Tips
for English Language Development

https://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2018/11/01/guest-post-how-to-scaffold-the-race-writing-strategy-for-newcomer-english-learners/
https://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2018/11/01/guest-post-how-to-scaffold-the-race-writing-strategy-for-newcomer-english-learners/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HqWQ--altWE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HqWQ--altWE
https://kid-inspired.com/races-academic-writing-framework/#BN-6980d9630646a15f
https://kid-inspired.com/races-academic-writing-framework/#BN-6980d9630646a15f
https://assets.drcedirect.com/States/WIDA/Tutorials/Student/201908-html5/index.html
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida/ott?displayOTT=Sample+Items&paths=W3sibmFtZSI6IkhvbWUiLCJsaW5rIjoiL1dJREEvcG9ydGFscy93aWRhIn0seyJuYW1lIjoiQXNzZXNzbWVudCBTZWxlY3Rpb24iLCJsaW5rIjoiL1dJREEvcG9ydGFscy93aWRhL2Fzc2Vzc21lbnRfc2VsZWN0aW9uP2FkbWluSWQ9NTk2MzcyIn1d&display=Sample+Items&adminId=596372&index=3&portal=wida

