
USBE Social Studies Meeting Summary 
September 4th, 2019 

Announcements 
• Elementary (K-6) Social Studies Standards are up for review this year
• Curriculum Materials Review-Oct. 2nd fill out the google form if you are interested October

2, Instructional Materials will be reviewing social studies materials for consideration.  If you
would like to participate in the instructional materials review process, please indicate your
interest.  I will forward your interest on to the instructional materials team.
https://forms.gle/aMG1PUDCCsd6s2Kq5
The USBE will reimburse your district or charter school for any substitute costs, and cover travel expenses for 
those coming from at least 25 miles away. Lodging can also be arranged for those traveling 50 miles or more to 
our location

Curriculum Resources 
• Holocaust Education https://www.uen.org/core/socialstudies/holocaust/
• Immigrant Experience- Syria refugee

• DALYA'S OTHER COUNTRY is a timely documentary that follows the challenges of one displaced 
Syrian teenager and her family. Dalya, the only Muslim at a private Catholic high school in Los 
Angeles, must straddle her two worlds while navigating her teenage years and her religious
faith.

• Geography Geo-Inquiry https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/programs/geo-inquiry/
• Better Day 2020 https://www.utahwomenshistory.org/

Classroom/Student Resources and Opportunities 
• Topaz Museum https://www.topazmuseum.org/
• Visits to the Capitol

The Capitol Preservation Board is thrilled to share good news about ongoing legislative transportation 
funding for tours during the 2019-2020 school year. The Capitol  Preservation Board has received 
$250,000.00 to assist in reimbursement of  transportation costs incurred by visiting the Utah State 
Capitol.  

Educators may bring students to the Capitol during the legislative session, or anytime  during the 
school year to join in a docent led tour, or a self-guided tour and request for  reimbursement 
of transportation costs. Requests for reimbursement can be submitted to  the Capitol 
Preservation Board beginning on August 21, 2019 at 9:00 am. To submit a request, please fill out the request 
form here: 
 https://utahstatecapitol.utah.gov/visitors- tours/public-education-funding. Requests will be 
accommodated on a first-come, first- served basis.  

To schedule a docent led tour, please fill out the form 
here: https://utahstatecapitol.utah.gov/visitors-tours/schedule-a-tour. 

• Essay Contest
The Annual McCarthey Family Foundation lecture essay contest is open for applicants.
This essay contest has a $1,500 cash prize for Grade 6-8, a $2,500 cash prize for grades 9-12, and a
$4,000 cash prize for university and college students.
Here is the link: https://www.rowlandhall.org/mccartheylectureseries
The theme revolves once again around the freedom of the press, and winners will be able to share their 
essays at the November 9 McCarthey Family Foundation Lecture with Pulitzer Prize- winner author and 
Presidential historian Jon Meacham as the guest lecturer.  This topic is a perfect way to celebrate 
Constitution Day, so encourage your students to get writing!
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United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP) for HS Juniors and Seniors NOMINATE TWO 
OUTSTANDING JUNIORS OR SENIORS FOR USSYP
United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP) is an amazing opportunity for motivated student leaders to have 
direct contact with the highest-level elected and appointed officials in the nation who meet with them during a week-
long intensive educational program in Washington, D.C. Students will meet with United States Senators, senior 
Senate officers, the President, a Justice of the Supreme Court, Cabinet Secretaries and many other national 
leaders. Sponsored by the Senate and funded and administered by The Hearst Foundations for fifty-five years, the 
USSYP mission is to encourage the best and brightest students in America's high schools to pursue careers in 
public service. 

Begun in 1962, the USSYP provides for all expenses, including travel and accommodations, as well as a 
$10,000 undergraduate college scholarship for each student. Two students from each state, the District of 
Columbia and the Department of Defense Education Activity will be selected, according to the criteria outlined in the 
official brochure. 

Principals, teachers, and guidance counselors are encouraged to nominate exceptional high school juniors and 
seniors who are serving in an elected or appointed leadership position in the 2019 - 2020 academic year with 
a strong interest in government and history. Each Utah high school may select two students to participate in 
the state competition held in November of each year. A packet of information is sent to all high schools in 
September. 
Here is the link to nominate your school’s representatives: 

https://usbe.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6Jd2zVIaNc1v93v 

Here are the eligibility requirements: 
1. The student must hold a leadership position in any one of the following student government, civic or educational organizations during
the entire 2019-2020 academic year:

• Student Body president, vice president, secretary or treasurer
• Class president, vice president, secretary or treasurer
• Student Council representative
• A National Honor Society officer (including discipline-based Honor Societies such as the National English and Social Studies

Honor Societies that include service components)
• Student representative elected or appointed (appointed by a panel, commission or board) to a local, district, regional or state-

level civic, service and/or educational organization approved by the state selection administrator
2. Participation or holding an officer position in academic clubs and/or educational competition programs/conferences do not qualify a
student for USSYP, although many students who qualify participate in these activities. The positions listed below DO NOT qualify the
student for the program:

• Attendance or officer position at Boys/Girls Nation or State summer conference
• Member of the National Honor Society (serving as an elected officer for the organization for the entire school year is

acceptable)
• Member or leader of the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts or JROTC
• A founder or chairperson of a self-created group
• A participant, captain or officer in Mock Trial, Debate Team, Model U.N. or other academic club, conference or competition

where the primary engagement is for the individual educational enrichment
3. Exceptions to the residency requirement will only be made in the following cases:

• Students from DoDEA overseas will represent the state(s) of which the parents/guardians are U.S. legal voting residents.
Students attending DoD schools in the U.S. or students enrolled through U.S. military bases in local schools must be 
residing in the state in which their school is located for the entire academic year.

• Students may reside in a state other than the state in which they attend school if they are enrolled in the only designated public
high school available to them in a school district that crosses contiguous state borders through legal interstate agreement. 
Students in these schools shall make application to the program through the state where the high school is located and 
shall represent that state if selected.

• Adobe Resources we have access to the entire suite
PD Opportunity 

• Online Professional Learning https://library.teachingworks.org/curriculum-resources/high-leverage-practices/

https://usbe.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6Jd2zVIaNc1v93v
https://library.teachingworks.org/curriculum-resources/high-leverage-practices/


endorsement 

• 17 Nugget Courses on USBE 1 month each (cannot be used for Social Studies Endorsement)
• Online Course-12 Week

Endorsement Courses Please note that there is still room in some of the online 
courses we offer as a service for teachers who need to earn their endorsements. 
This fall term we are offering:

• Physical Geography
• Intro to Sociology
• Intro to Anthropology
• WW II–era Japanese Interment at Topaz: A History (This will fulfill the

need for a Utah Studies elective and/or history elective)
• U.S. History 1
• Secondary Social Studies Methods
• Doing Civics: A Political Science Elective

To register for USBE courses please visit https://usbe.midaseducation.com/.  Search 
using course title or subject area of social studies.

• USBE Annual Social Studies Conference -Our annual history conference is just around the corner, and if you haven't already,
we invite you to save the date and register online. The keynote address by Dr. Thomas Andrews and the concurrent sessions
and panels will be held at the Cultural Celebration Center in West Valley on Friday, September 27. We have a smart,
stimulating program lined up.We are trying to get the word out to friends, colleagues, partners, teachers, students, and others
who may be interested in attending. Please share the flier with your contacts; we'd love to have a good crowd, and every year
people have a terrific time. Note that we ask folks to register since we offer a complimentary lunch and need a head count.

• Tanner Gateway to Learning https://thc.utah.edu/teacher-workshops/
• UTOPSS Course November 15th

https://usbe.midaseducation.com/
http://history.utah.gov/ushs-conference/
https://form.jotform.com/91616972544162
https://thc.utah.edu/teacher-workshops/



